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to the King? It appears to me that you are not acting on this occasion with the caution with which you are generally credited."
"What need has she of so many preliminary cautions," added the Marquise, "if it is to you that she desires to sell it ? Her choice guarantees the consent of the Princess ; your name will make everything easy."
" I reason quite otherwise, Madame la Marquise," replied the former governess of the Princes ; "the Queen may have her ideas. It is right and fitting to find out first her intention and wishes."
"Madam, madam," said my sister, then, " everything has been sufficiently considered, and even approved of. You will be the purchaser ; you desire to buy, it is to you that one desires to sell."
Madame de Maintenon began to laugh, and besought the Marquise to believe that she had neither the desire nor the money for that object.
" Money," answered my sister, " will cause you no trouble on this occasion. Money has been coined in your family." *
I Constant d'Aubigne, father of Madame de Maintenon,st assured yourself whether it be pleasing
